Campylobacter fetus meningitis in a diabetic adult cured by imipenem.
Reported here is the successful management of a severe case of Campylobacter fetus subspecies fetus meningitis, complicated by septic shock, in a patient without overt immunosuppression who was cured by imipenem. Meningitis caused by C. fetus has rarely been reported in adults, and only exceptionally in non-immunocompromised patients, and septic shock has not previously been reported as a complication of such meningitis. The best antibiotic regimen for treating this condition remains to be determined. Imipenem has displayed high in vitro activity against C. fetus but has been used rarely in clinical practice. It was administered in this case with good results.